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Tree Commission  
May 26, 2020
The Commission met via conference call on the above date at 4:15 p.m. 
PRESENT:  George Clemans, Phil Hollenbaugh, Marilyn Shrude, and Grant Jones
ABSENT: Kent Reichert and Mark Wenning
April Minutes
George moved to approve the April Minutes. Marilyn seconded the motion. The minutes were approved by a 3-0 vote.
Commissioner Comments

None

Old Business

Photo Contest

We have six entries so far. In 2019 we had five entries at this point. The contest was recently reposted on the City’s Facebook page. Marilyn suggested we see if the City has an Instagram page and if the contest can be publicized on it.

S Maple Street

There are three trees scheduled to be removed. The City crew will be using the air spade to inspect the root systems on several other trees.

Arbor Day

The event on May 11th at the BG Montessori school was cancelled so we held a virtual Arbor Day event instead. We will reschedule with BG Montessori for 2021.

New Business

Mark Wenning Recognition
Mark’s term on Tree Commission is ending. He has served for nine years. Prior to that his wife, Nancy, was on Tree Commission.

Tree Commission Seminars

The spring seminar wasn’t scheduled due to Covid-19 and the outlook for holding seminars this fall is uncertain. Grant would like to post several short video clips, similar to the Virtual Arbor Day, throughout the rest of the year highlighting proper tree care. The Commissioners were supportive of this idea and thought that it might attract a new audience. Perhaps there would be some overlap in clips with the Simpson Garden staff and volunteers and topics such as hosta care could be covered. Creating and posting these clips would be helpful with accumulating points for our Growth Award.
Staff Report

Line Clearance Work

Pennline will be working along Sand Ridge and North Main. They will also be working along several streets in Portage.
Upcoming Work Schedule

The City tree crew will be continuing tree work along S Maple street. They will also be removing several remaining EAB-infested ash along Lyn Rd and griding stumps.
Watering Update

No part-timers were hired this summer water trees. Grant distributed a letter to residents with trees planted in the last two years asking them to fill their gator bag weekly or let him know if they were unable to do so. He is creating a shorter list of vulnerable trees that the City crew will continue to water throughout the summer.

2020 Work Completed

As of 5.26.2020, the following work has been completed in 2020:
Planting: 113
Removals: 38
Pruning: 270
Inspected: 1150

George made a motion to adjourn and Phil seconded the motion. The motioned passed 3-0. The meeting was adjourned at 4:35 pm.

Next Meeting: The next Tree Commission meeting is Tuesday, June 16, 2020 at 4:00 pm in the Council Chambers.
Respectfully submitted,

Grant Jones
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