
REMEDIES 
Any tenant that believes a landlord has failed to meet the 

required responsibilities may: 
- Rent Escrow: a tenant may pay rent to the Municipal Court

instead of the landlord. Tenants cannot simply withhold rent 
from the landlord. In order to escrow rent, the tenant must: 
• Ensure rent for all previous months is up-to-date
• Request IN WRITING that the landlord make the

required repairs
• Allow a reasonable period of time for repairs to be made

(no more than 30 days) 

If the landlord fails to make timely repairs, 

the tenant will then: 
• Take the next rent payment to the Municipal Court for

escrowing
• Ask the judge in writing before trial or at the trial to:

- Order the landlord to make the requested repairs
- Order the rent amount reduced
- Release the rent back to the tenant to pay for the

necessary repairs
- Void the lease

A Landlord that believes a tenant has failed to meet the 

required responsibilities may: 

- Evict the tenant if a material violation of the law or lease has
occurred. In order to evict, the landlord must:
• Provide the tenant with proper notice - either:

- 3 day notice for nonpayment of rent, or
- 30 day notice for most other violations

• Wait the required number of days
• File eviction complaint in the Municipal Court
• Provide sufficient proof at a trial

- File a lawsuit seeking damages if the tenant's failure to fulfill
the lease or legal obligations have resulted in monetary loss.
This alone will not force the tenant to leave the premises.

FAIR HOUSING 
The U. S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 

(HUD) enforces the Fair Housing Act. This is one federal law 
that protects the housing rights of tenants. The Fair Housing Act 
prohibits housing discrimination based on race, color, national 
origin, religion, sex, familial status (including children under the 
age of 18 living with parents or legal custodians; pregnant women 
and people secur�ng ��stody of children under 18), (E)
or because of a d1sab1hty. It also provides for -
certain accommodations such as emotional -
support animals. If you believe your rights have EauAL Hous11�G 

been violated or need additional information 
oPPonruNirv 

call 419-354-6221.

RESOURCES 
The information contained in this pamphlet is general and should 
not be applied to specific legal problems without first consulting 
your own attorney! 

Student Legal Seivices 

Bowling Green State University 
114 College Park Office Building 
Bowling Green, OH 43402 
bgsu.edu/SLS I sls@bgsu.edu I 419-372-2951 

City of Bowling Green 

304 North Church Street 
Bowling Green. OH 43402 
bgohio.org I bgcity@bgohio.org I 419-354-6204 
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