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Lead in Drinking Water

If present, elevated levels of lead can cause
serious health problems, especially for pregnant
women and young children. Lead in drinking
water is primarily from materials and compo-
nents associated with service lines and home
plumbing. The City of Bowling Green is respon-
sible for providing high quality drinking water,
but cannot control the variety of materials used
in plumbing components. When your water has
been sitting for several hours, you can minimize
the potential for lead exposure by flushing your
tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using wa-
ter for drinking or cooking. If you are concerned
about lead levels in your home’s water, you may
wish to have your water tested.

Although there is no detectable lead in our
drinking water as it leaves the treatment plant, by
the time it reaches your tap, lead levels may in-
crease as a result of materials used in your
home’s plumbing. Infants and young children
are typically more vulnerable to lead in drinking
water than the general population. Additional
information is available from the Safe Drinking
Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791 or at https//
water.epa.gov/drink/hotline/index.cfm

Water Treatment Improvements

Bowling Green is underway on several addi-
tional improvements to the plant. Construction
of a new membrane pumping station has already
begun and we are in the design process for up-
grades to the rapid sand filters. In May of 2016,
we are replacing all of the Reverse Osmosis
membranes in the Membrane Treatment Plant.
Additionally, the carbon media in all 12 Granu-
lar Activated Carbon pressure tanks will be re-
placed in 2016 in preparation for the Harmmful
Algae Bloom season.

Design work for an additional Microfiltration
train will occur in 2016 along with several elec-
trical upgrades to the plant.
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Source Water Assessment

The City of Bowling Green public water sys-
tem uses surface water drawn from an intake on
the Maumee River. For the purposes of source
water assessments, in Ohio, all surface waters
are considered to be susceptible to contamina-
tion. By their nature, surface waters are readily
accessible and can be contaminated by chemicals
and pathogens which may rapidly arrive at the
public drinking water intake with little warning
or no time to prepare. The City of Bowling
Green’s drinking water source protection area
contains potential contaminant sources such as
runoff from agriculture, industrial storm water,
gas stations, home construction, feed lots, waste-
water treatment discharges, airports, cemeteries,
auto repair shops, landfills, above ground storage
tanks, railroads, roadways, and oil and gas wells.

The City of Bowling Green’s public water
system treats the water to meet drinking water
quality standards, but no single treatment tech-
nique can address all potential contaminants.
The potential for quality impacts can be further
decreased by implementing measures to protect
the Maumee River.

More detailed information is provided in the
City of Bowling Green’s Drinking Water Source
Assessment report, which can be obtained by
calling 419-878-6986.
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2015 Water
Quality Report

City of

Water Treatment
Plant

419-878-6986
419-354-6246
419-354-6258

Water Treatment Plant:
Utilities Director:
Customer Service:

The City of Bowling Green has a
current unconditional license to operate our
Water System.
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