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Purpose of Planning 

Get the “big 

stuff” right 

(avoid paying 3x’s-install, 

undo, re-install) 

Anticipate 

future 

needs 

Consistent, 

predictable 

decisions  

(get everyone on the same 

page) 
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Process - Land Use Plan Update 

November 

2013 

 

 

November 

through 

April 2014 

 

 

April 

 

May 

through 

July 

 

October 20, 

2014 

Resolution 
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June 

though 

September 

 



Focusing on Assets 

• 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

BGSU 

Downtown Good Schools 
Well-Kept Homes 

& Neighborhoods 

Abundant shaded neighborhood streets 

Parks 

Pride 

Civic  

Engagement 
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Services 

 Arts/Culture 



Public Input - Land Use Plan 
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Steering 
Committee 

Open House Surveys 

Written 
Comments 

City Staff 
Small Group 
Discussions 

Conversations 
Consultant 
Meetings 

Presentations 



Making Decisions: Land Use Plan 
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Approving 
Development and 

Zoning  
Are they consistent 
with the BG Plan? 

Amending 
Regulations   

Are land 
use 

regulations 
consistent 

with the BG 
Plan? 

City Projects  

Are they 
consistent 

with the BG 
Plan? 

Checklist for Decision 
Making 

Is/Does the proposal… 

Consistent with 
the 7 BG 

Principles? 

Help bring about 
the underlying 

objectives ? 

Greater for the public 
benefit than the 

public cost (current & 
future residents)? 

Make BG more 
attractive to the 
target market? 

Make BG more 
competitive in the 

region? 



Principles & Vision - Land Use Plan 
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Key Themes - Land Use Plan 
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1.  Competition 

Just like businesses compete for customers, so 
too do cities compete for residents and business 
investment.  In this mobile and wired society, 
people and businesses are freer than ever to 
choose to locate in places that have a high quality 
of life; and they do. 

2.  Limited Resources 

As a community, we have limited resources.  
Therefore we need to think carefully and 

strategically about our priorities-where we get the 
most “bang for buck” from our investments. 

3.  Goal Orientation 
 

If we have a general idea of what we want to be, we 
can make the small, daily decisions in a way that will 

get us closer to our goal. 

Key 

Document 

Ideas 



Implementation – Land Use Plan 

East Wooster (4) /Downtown 
Actions (9) 

Expand downtown: Extend 
Transitional Central Business 

District zoning along E. Wooster 
from Main to Thurstin 

East Wooster (4) /Downtown 
Actions (9) 

Create seamless commercial 
corridor to BGSU campus 

(streetscape, etc) and other ways 
to attract students, employees 

downtown 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Principles 

Applying to zoning change 
requests 

Drafting ordinances updates 

Increasing coordination with BGSU  

  

Continued progress 
Complete Street Resolution 

Ridge Park 

Implementation Plan for 
Housing/Neighborhoods 

 

 

East Wooster Actions (1-7) 

Commission a detailed design 
study to replace the center turn 

lane on E. Wooster with a 
generous center median with 

landscaping. 
 

Downtown Action (2) 
Commission a concept design to 
evaluate using the former junior 
high parcel as a “town green” 

(alone or in conjunction with new 
city offices) 
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