
 

 

March 2014 

 

Dear Park Lovers,  

The nature center at Wintergarden/St. John’s Nature Preserve is the focal point for visitors, educators and wildlife 
watchers who utilize our city’s only natural area park. The window on wildlife and nature room invite visitors to learn 
more about wildlife and plants, rest in the beauty of the woods while staying warm and dry, and host environmental 
education classes led by park staff.  

The meeting room, with its cozy fireplace and kitchenette, provides an intimate retreat for gatherings of up to 50 people 
and functions as the indoor site for our summer nature camps. Restrooms in the nature center serve the entire park, but 
are only available when the building is open. Natural Resource staff share one office space near the back of the building 
and utilize a small shed adjacent to the center for storing tools and equipment.  

Because of the demand by park visitors for restrooms from dawn to dusk, a port-a-john has been added to the parking 
lot. It is not ideal, and many of our park users long for an indoor, flush toilet and running water. The nature center itself 
is aging and requires extensive work to meet the current and future requirements of park visitors and staff. It is a much-
loved building and the hub of the Preserve, so we have launched a community-wide  fundraising campaign to build on 
the best of the nature center and prepare it to meet the needs of the next decades.  

The Bowling Green Parks and Recreation Foundation invites you to embark with us on the “Building On Nature” 
campaign, adding necessary amenities to the 47- year-old building,  and ensuring  that the nature center is a vital part of 
the future environmental needs of our children and families. We are seeking pledges of up to 3 years to reach our 
$250,000 goal. So a donation of $3,000 could be split into yearly payments of $84 per month and paid off in under 36 
months. While any amount will help, we want to specially acknowledge donors of $3,000 and higher on a bronze plaque 
inside the Nature Center.  

We also believe this campaign, like the Save the Woods campaign that added 19.6 acres of woodland to the Preserve, 
will encompass hundreds of smaller donors. So all donations of $100 or more will be recognized in  a campaign booklet 
in the Nature Room at the completion of our goal.  

This wonderful community has a long history of supporting its city parks and we feel sure that the Building on Nature 
Campaign appeals to park supporters, nature lovers, dog walkers, joggers, bird watchers and those who want to make 
the Nature Center a vital part of the lives of future generations.  

Thank you so much for your consideration.  

Sincerely,  

 

Dr. Charles Harper, Co-Chair   Ellen Dalton, Co-Chair 
Building on Nature Campaign   Building on Nature Campaign 
BG Parks and Recreation Foundation  BG Parks and Recreation Foundation 



ON 

NAMING OPPORTUNITIES FOR DONORS 

 MEETING ROOM  $15,000      taken by donor 
 
 NATURE ROOM  $15,000    available 
 
 WINDOW-ON- 
    WILDLIFE     $15,000      available 
 
 PLAQUE NEAR  
    WATER FOUNTAIN   $10,000        available 
 
 PLAQUE IN  
    HALLWAY    $10,000        available 
 
 LISTING AS  
    MAJOR DONOR  any donation of $3,000 or above 
 

     LOCATION   DONATION       STATUS 



YES! I WANT TO HELP THE NATURE CENTER 
 
Name 
          PRINT name you want used  for donor recognition 
 
Address 
 
City, State, Zip Code 

One-time gift enclosed $   Total pledge amount $ 
 
Pledged over  1 year     2 year       3 years    Beginning in month  
 
Gifts are tax-deductible. All checks should be made payable to Bowling Green Parks 
and Recreation Foundation, 1291 Conneaut Ave., Bowling Green, OH 43402 

YES! I WANT TO HELP THE NATURE CENTER 
 
Name 
          PRINT name you want used  for donor recognition 
 
Address 
 
City, State, Zip Code 

One-time gift enclosed $   Total pledge amount $  
 
Pledged over  1 year     2 year       3 years    Beginning in month  
 
Gifts are tax-deductible. All checks should be made payable to Bowling Green Parks 
and Recreation Foundation, 1291 Conneaut Ave., Bowling Green, OH 43402 

YES! I WANT TO HELP THE NATURE CENTER 
 
Name 
          PRINT name you want used  for donor recognition 
 
Address 
 
City, State, Zip Code 

One-time gift enclosed $   Total pledge amount $  
 
Pledged over  1 year     2 year       3 years    Beginning in month  
 
Gifts are tax-deductible. All checks should be made payable to Bowling Green Parks 
and Recreation Foundation, 1291 Conneaut Ave., Bowling Green, OH 43402 
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